THE PREFACE.
of study and the collation of numerous manuscripts, produced a work, of which it may, perhaps, be said very truly, that it is the shortest, yet the most luminous, the least ostentatious, yet the most learned, the deepest, yet the most agreeable, commentary ever composed on aoy author ancient or modern, European or Asiatick. The Pandits care so little for genuine chronology, that none of them can tell me the age of CULLU'CA, whom they always name with applause; but he infotms us himself, that he was a Brdhmen of the V&rendra, tribe, whose family had been long settled in Gaur or Bengal, but that he had chosen his residence among the learned on the banks of the holy river at CdsL His text and interpretation I have almost implicitly followed, though I had myself collated many copies of MENU, and among them a manuscript of a very ancient date : his gloss is here printed in Itattcks ; and any reader, who may choose to pass it over as if imprinted, will have in Roman letters an exact version of the original, and may form some idea of its character and structure, as well as of the Sanscrit idiom, which must necessarily be preserved in a verbal translation; and a translation, not scrupulously verbal, would have been highly improper in a work on so delicate and momentous a subject as private and criminal jurisprudence.
Should